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and
ult's Montreal office on Thursday. The two universities are taking the provincial government to court over the tuition hike. oz Mawcicas

McGILL. CONCORDIA
HEAD TO COURT T0
FIGHT TUITION HIKES

Universities say Legault government has been
unwilling to work with them on a solution

ANDY RIGA

Concordia and McGill universi-
ts Bled separate Lewsits Piday
inst the Legault government,
a m!,lhmuummnsnc(tluluzm
changes that have led toa drop in
applications and are expected to
devastate the institutions’ finane-
es.

Inwhat Concordiadeseribes asa
“complementary and co-ordinated
approach,” the twoinstitutionssay
thetuition averhaul, whichdispro-
portionately affects English uni-
versities, is illegal, contravening
the Canadian and Quebeccharters
of rights.
Aspart of its challenge, McGill is
asking the Quebec Superior Court
ta suspend the tuition changes,
which affect out-of-pravince and
international students, pending
the outcome of their lawsuit.
“The palicies introduced by the
‘were i

awyers plan to argue
the tuition measur

money stayed at the university
where the international student
studied.

eritonly

“could have

designed
phone univers Concordi
president Graham Carr told the
Montreal Gazette.

Pres

ters

warean

a simiﬁcun} and harmful impact

find ise with the CAQ

given a partial exemption from
the new tuition and French pro-
ficiency rules.

The Quebec Community Groups
Netwark,a coalitionafanglophone
group: Gill's and Con-
cordia’s frustration about having
toturn tothe courts toseekreason,
QCGN president Eva Ludvig said.

“We understand they had no
choicewhile staringintothe faceof
agovernment that continues tosee
the eurtailing and denigrating of
Quebec’s English-speaking com-
munity as its only means of pro-
tectingand promoting the French
language”

She

the Legault government

“has mishandled (the tuition) file

from the get-go and is doingdam-

agenotonlytoQuebecinstitutions

of higher education respected

around the world, butto the
s of i

government, but were left with
no choice after their recommen-
dations were ignores

“We tried our utmost to workin

I)upuwm'\nfﬂmhlg\urwduu-lxm

financial well-being and interna-
afthe

F
ernment “had responsibilitics to
us under the law, particularly a
anglophone educational inst

tions, and those responsibilities

ible w.m the mission assigned to
her by the Higher Education Act

= were adopted following inade-
quate consultation and an unfair

government publicly admitted as
much on several occasions.”

FEWER APPLICATIONS
At Concordi icati

We would have greatly preferred

Quebee”

FRENCH PROFICIENCY NOT
CHALLENGED

he court actions do not chal-
lenge Quebec’s new French profi-

not ta do this,
le alternatives,” Saini said.

“Again and again, we proposed
realistic, concrete solutions that
would allow us to continue to at-

niversity
students from outside the prov-
ince. As of fall 2025, 80 per cent
of students from outside Quebec
will have to reach an intermedi-

dia and MeGill have said

40 per cent would be a more rea-

Carr stressed Concordia is “fully
committed” to efforts that would
see more of its students learning
French. He noted English uni-

ties p a
program before the government

"“We feel that (Francization) is
not only beneficial and important
for Quebec, but if done in the right
way as we want ta do i, it will be

wroup to study how to implement
thefrancization plan. Itsfirst meet-
ingis expectedin thecomingweeks.

Saini said “hope-
ful thatwe can work togetherto set
realistic, achicvable (francization)

were not respected.” process atelevel of
i - i Canadian student tside Que-  labour Que-  graduate.
e illegal, and if 1 i eNational bec are down 27 per cent, with Ce
d wil threaten MeGill's mis-  Assembly izati i cations falling  and innovation agenda.”
Saini said English universities ~sonable goal.
top universities and its vital role 10 ntecproviaclal trade, thercby “have repeatedly and unsuccess-
in Quebec.” limitingstudentmobility,choice of fully requested data demonstrat-
“Inaddition We tried our ingthe feasibility and necessity of
pacts on McGill, we are hearimg ~ In December, Julius Grey and . these government measures.”
from our recruiters that these Michael Bergman — prominent utmost to work in 2
measures are making students QuLth Inwyers who have taken i advisory committee on acces
ik tavi i e rights cases for partnership with ity—composed of representatives  put farvward a plan
bec.” he said in a statement. decades - fold the Gasette the h of French-language universities
“Tfind this particularly distress-  universities would be on solid le- the government. and CEGEPs and a senior higher
ing, considering how warm and gl ground If they took the issuc education ministry bureaucrat —
hospitable 1 have found Quebee- 1o a court. We would have recently said the lu\lmn renp
erstobe.and howmuchemployers  Grey said the university reform “risks
ant Ghs o i i greatly preferred uality education and derIVlﬂh university, as well," he sai
ed young peaple.” Quebee, and federal law. ﬁlrglmm not todo this, but Q
said English universities can ar- ‘That commitiee urged the gov-
‘THE GOVERNMENT HAD A gue the measures contravene the wehaverunoutof — emment to reconsider the deci-
RESPONSIBILITY" Charter of Rights and Freedoms. i sion.
Simon Savignac, aspokesperson é d the tuition over- viable Concordia“
for Higher Education Minister haul will help boost funding for N the government in good faith on
aid i alternatives. the tuition issue throughout the

would not comment on the law-
suits because the cases are before
the courts.

In an email to the Concordia
commanity. Cart said Quebec is

number of non-French speakers
in Montreal’s post-secondary in-
stituti

‘The Coalition Avenir Québee
government has imposed new

10 per cent. Coneo
already sufferingfroma largy e
cit, has previously o

changes could have dire

Charterof Rights and Preeduma to

pacton Concordiaand MeGill. The

cmmng it up o
$62 million

fall” Carr said.

“Although the government re-
duced its initial proposed tuition
increase for out-of-province stu-
dents, it never worked with us in
any substantive way to hear, let
alone address, our wide-ranging

targets
French Language Minister
Jean-Frangois Roberge has said
too much English is being spoken
on the streets of Montreal, with
non-French-speaking university
students partly to blame.

consider “cquality among franco- fwo institutions welcome most  McGill said i P T ool On Thursday, Université de
phone lmd linguistic f-province and i cent decline in “Tes with regret ith Montréal el Jutrassaid
droups a F Que- Quebec. ications from P I?\n|

hummumy English-language  Starting in the fall, tuition for ince students and a drop.of iore thispoint thisi students

communil
“Wecontend that, in addition to
weighing and taking into account
had

students from the rest of Canada
who study at Concordia and Me-
Gill will increase by 33 per cent,

hose.
a responsibility to ensure that its
policies did not harm our institu-
tion,” he said.

clawing back ahout $5,000 from
every international student who
studies in Quebec; previously, this

than five per cent for international
students. It has warned the tuition

the anly alternative remaining to
us” he sai

lion annually and lead to 700 job
cuts.

Both Carr and Saini said they
have tried in vain since the fall ta

based Bishop's Uni-
versityis not invalved in the legal
challenges, a spokesperson said.
The smallest of Quebec’s English
universities, Bishop's has been

o e MommeeaLHe argued
students from the rest of Cana-
da are not making Montreal less
French and that the decision to
target Concordia and McGill will
nathelp French universities much.
ariga@pastmedia.com
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