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LETTERS
Humans don't deserve respect

Re: “Aquestion of respect; The ddeathat  egos. Animals think, feel, and have emo-
tions.

(Opinion, Aug. 27). When | open the paper every day or

ho won't

Iy bomber: moth
times. [hear comments like“Humansare  erskilling their kids, and | think to myself
superior n 1ife"or ?Riiiight.*

planetfor food™ other, ot alone other Living things
Human thinking about “ife” is warped,

solfrightoous, and egotistical. Tho only Jennifer Sterzant

thing that separates us from other Life is our Montreal

Make riders pay Charest’s Third World.ba- A poor analogy
nana-ropublic intervention
Re:“Here: Re: “You register your car

week’
(Editorial, Aug. 28). feredirectly (i Ia Robert
Mugabe),

but only if the riders pay ny of others in
forit thefuture It surprising

actof contempt.

EDITORIALS

really paying just to provide
‘Pat Biond

Legally clear
and clearly absurd

We will defer to the learned wis-
dom of Justice Pierre J. Dal-
phond of the Quebec Court of
Appeal: The government does in-
deed have the right to force a cer-
tain 10 private-school students
into French school. But the case’s
rigorous legal framework serves
only to demonstrate the rigid ir-
rationality behind Quebec’s co-
erciveschool-language laws.

Parents of the 10 students in question have
chosen to fight for the opportunity to mave
from fully-private grade schools to govern
‘ment subsidized secondary levels in the same
schools. This progression would violate Bill
104 of 2002, passed by a Parti Québécols gov:
ernment to close a so-called Ioophole in the
Charter of the French Langusge, Bill 101 of
1977, which closed off English schools tomost
Quebecstudents.

Last fall the Supreme Court of Canada in
validated Bill 104 as unconstitutionally strict.
But the high court suspended its ruling for a

s judgment, Bill 104 remains in effect until
October. Legally, the argument seems clear.
But the absurdity of the premise under.
tying Bill 104 (and the mean-spirited Bill
109 with which today’s Liberal government
‘expects to replace Bill 104) shines through
Saturday's ruling: If these kids got into an
English-language school, many other par-
ents would want the same thing, the ruling
nulrd‘ and giving the puhll{ ‘what it wants
vould be ... contrary to the public interest.
nmhu permitting such requests would

perhaps 10
days a year, especially when
the riders who would bene-
fitlikely don't have central
alr mndlllunlnlal home.

's make the operation
selfsufficient and then

anyway they believe bens-
ficial. Unti then it'smy
money snd [ vote no.

Bram Frank Michel Montignac's diet
Dallard des Ormeaux  program called for a major
Mus'lhngm consump-
; ; tion of carbohydrates.
Toronto’s cooler

Rer'Airconditioning Just £ X logcy
daesn't work'for buses: Re: “Viroteweight loss
STM" (Gazette, Aug. 27

Marvin

Rotrand is completely ments” (Obituary Aug. 27).
of-ba Diet “guru” Michel

the school of their choice.

tration and ssofor tha Natiooal Ausmh!ys
debateon Bill 103,

After decades of social engineering over
language, here's what we have come to:
Everybody, except many parents, dofines

ost all

attention of
Laval

He and Montreal'stransit ot of confusion. He was
should consider better marketor than ha "a
who leaves abiggercarbon  was anutritionist More than a ‘thing’

“the public interest'
choice in language of education. Th! only
remaining freedom of choice is for those
eligible for English school, and for those
ihy few who can pay many yearsof very
high tuition fees
1t gets worse. As the distinguished and
dedicated Montreal lawyer Michael Berg-
man on o opinion page in July, Bill
103 {s in some ways even tougher than Bill
104 was. Bill 103, Bergman noted, “distorts

year, to gi pass an
acceptable substitute. So 104 stays in effect

until x

In the case that had the Appeals Court
working Saturday, the parents had argued
that with Bill 104 scuttled, and the replace-
ment Bill 108 not yet enacted, their children
should be allowed into English high school
thisfall

Quebec Superior Court bought that argu-
ment, and ruled in the parents’ favour last
week, but on Saturday Justice Dalphond
dirin't: Since the Supreme Court suspended

put in place - the Solski criterta - for decid-
inig each access case on its own merits. This

using
‘who's aneof 50 peoplean Re:*
anairconditionedbus,or  food choices,whichhas  Parks1” (Gasette, Aug.28).
‘tbear He

stifling 30-degreeheatand  wenttowaroversugarand  mosque at Park5] Mark Le-
chose to drive instead refined products, which page refers to “that whole
‘was a great strategy but 9/11thing.”

Patrick Farrel)
Toronto  of fructose, whichisbarely  what“thing" was that. Was
healthier He complicated
Injustice has litte the issues and our menus,
Injustice has madeaculpritof carrots,

todowith terrorism
dessert. Heassociated the
‘milk with

103,
100, could be thrown out by the highest court
inthe land.

Quebec governments keep on trying to
patch und preserve the dam they have bullt
fo prevent parents from exercising language
choice in education. How long can they ig
nore l.ha ‘evidence that parents, Im,lllllllll(

which .
wastotallyfancifulana | ll reverie
without foundation.

ithony
that “inthe end, wealsoneed

y awaits” (Editorial, Aug. 26).
‘Your brief

causes of terrorism. These

Dotless?

Days start getting longer
in just 16 weeks

(O the wanthar, b scem, ' g he

message: Summer is ending now. La ren
trée is well and truly under way. There are
onlya few more daysta wear white. Vacation
ers have returned, so buses and commuter
trains and the highways are more crowded.

1 hy Kmuxmuhlr\uodoh

hewould say this when Louise Lambert-Lagacé  Au

mostof the accused "cit Montreal Sn-murmuzmml

izen terrorists” among o fritfu

the Toronto 18and the T - Close basom friend of the

Ottawa3, come from good X grab maturing sun,
backgrounds, professional Conspiring with him to

educations. Re:“You register your car 'and bless

Buns?” (Opinion,
mMﬂw;l!lnnmlxh“l:! Aug. 26)
financiers of

mem

ideological  car ?0f course

But when it arrives? You get
maybe, or else the boss does. But there are
e T

ume your indolence, over
ot i A it At
anxiety, relentless humidity. rain on the day

School'sin, ppl
computer shops, and [kea are all madhouses.
Neighbourhood pools are on shorter hours.
I's getting dark alot earlier. Any minute now
there'l be Halloween-themed advertising,
and when that starts, can The Little Drum
mer Bay befar behind?

‘Even the steamy days we've had this sum
mer are giving way, now, each evening to a
certain crispness in the air. There's no mare
pretending,

Instead of succumbing to nostalgia, how
ever, this year let's all adopt the attitude
that summer |s over-rated anyway. This is a
counter-intuitive position for Canadians, who
soldier on through months of slush, snow, and
slipperiness sustalned solely by the certainty
of summer to come.

of your pieni
Nope, give us autumn every time. Cuzy

not. than [ will admit to,a prac-
register, hers
Ted Pearson  out complaint. Weknow ‘who could, still can, and
Montreal  it's & tax grab. Gun owners will continue to mstill in
aren't sosilent. thel
5 When Allan Rock, the
Lessonunieamned  gormer Liberal justice
minister, introduced the

sweaters, wood fires, classe:
school, wmnunna new on TV, hearty ‘el

We refrain in deference to our female road
ers from mmuonnw the National Football

Re: Firearms Actand its long-
tohim don'tsound Like gunregistry hesaid,
thy Tknow”

(Opinian, Aug 30) firm belief thatanly police

League,

ick, the chill honey of a cold crunchy spple,

that Premier Jean Charest guns.”
Gee, I wonder why gun - atleast by this retireq

You' s, areyou? Neither
we, to tell the truth. Autumn has its moments,
but as the summer solstice recedes and our
part of the planet tips away from the sun,
Canadians know better than to try to kid our
selves. Winter's coming

‘There s, hawever, some good news: As ear-
ly s Dec. 22, the days will start getting longer
again

f the regis- hmhzr by deleting one of
by which Shaw

for

tudge:
Really? Then how Keith Linton A Davey
does MacDonald explain Orano, Ont G?m’v:mm
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