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OPINION A3I

The last act in 1995 referendum drama

t the entrance to Salle
1601 of Montreal's Palais
de Justice, a_sign in

structs you to turn off your cell
phone or your pager and to be
quiet fuside.

proceedings there over
two days, it should have
itivised you to leave at the
Whatever expectations of
bom drama you have ac-
watching Law & Or
television.
it is drama here, but it is

Setting is anything but
theateiel, a drab room too small
‘"hﬁﬂh}mwﬂr this case is be-

ajudge alone

Thi fudge and the lawyers

DON
MACPHERSON
ON REFERENDUM CASE
"It is the lawand it
is orderly, and the
ratings are terrible”

and the ratings are terrible. Af-
ter the first morning session, .al'
ter the h

wear. ts, no

robes, o wigs. There are no im-

Ppassioned speeches from the

only lengthy, repetitive

arguments delivered mostly in
tones

Tt isthe law and it is orderly.

their clips from the lawyers and
left, only five of the 48 biue

‘There are as many lawyers and
their assistants on the business
side of the metal bar that divides
the room. This is not the trial of
Davey Hilton

tions some presumably federal-
it voters were denied their right
to vote or subjected to long de-
lays or interrogations hefnrehe

But there is drama here, politi-
cal drama. What played out here
over the last two days was the
first Beis of the last act of the

1995 sovereignty referendum. It
isthe aL‘I that might finally re-
veal what really happened in the
middle acts of this play. the cam-
paign, the voting and the count-
ingeight years ago.

This is the “rejected ballots™
case, as it has been dubbed in
media shorthand. But it is about
‘much more than just the rejec
tion of valid No votes by sover:
eignist vote-counters in at least a

‘were irregularities in the wnnl
than theil-

A tenacious lawyer named
Michael Bergman, after taking
10,000 pages of statements over
two years, this week obtained a
day in court clients, a vot-
er in the referendum in the Laval
riding of Chomedey and the
English-ri Al

documents.

First, Superior Court Judge
Jean-Jacques Croteau will have
to decide whether the courts

remier was chairperson
of the referendum Yes commit-
‘tee. Bergman has also said he
has a witness who would testify

side of the chief
to oppose a request that lni,ghl

o pre-referen-
dum meetlng o( the governing
Parti Quél

cus at which umcslm depriv-

turn up
hxgw inst the No side. (‘m
‘ment lawyer Benoit Belleau said

liance Quebec (though the Al

is not providing the fund-

ing for the case, which has been
raised privately)

Bergman wants the court to

order the current chief electoral

the to

defend the constitutionality of

the Quebec law against a chal-

lenge Bergman introduced late
Aprﬂ

ir right to
‘vote were di ﬂ:ussnd
If Crotenu ruls against the
Allance, 1t coud ppen. But if
uch a e e, then
there would lle no testimony
about the events of eight years
ago, md nwﬂllngh prevent the
chief

Croteau’s
declsmmhugnlfhenﬂmmz

allegnhum the

chairs in-  area are

ocenpicd, all by people who have
either a connection to the case or
are being paid for their presence

Pierre & Cote, . bl stalf
bias against the federal-
isl side. And it's about allega-

i
not just to the rejected ballots,
but to all the ballots cast in the
referendum, as well as voters’
lists, vote tally sheets and other

Do ﬁmulnams it
it i Gall whtucesed 1o
testify, for the first time under
and in public, about the al-

Iy getting rid of the documen-
tary evidence of whatever really
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Jean Chrétien leaves the House of Commons for the last time Thursday, following a day of tributes from MPs.

Jean Chrétien showed us anyone can become prime minister

Exit the big guy

ood grief, more Glad-

stone. On his final day as

ime minister in the
House of Commons, Jean Cl

tien recalled the fabled longevity

of the Grand Old Man of British

politics, William Ewart Glad-

ve e book,” he

. “It was about Glad-

came back when

he was 86. | say to you all, watch
me" It was a good quip on one of
Ottawa's rare friendly occasions,
but not perhaps history at its

‘accurate.

In reality, the GOM was not 86
but, in Queen Victoria's words,
“an old, wild and incomprehen:
sible man of 824" when he began
his fourth term as prime minis-
ter in 1892. She never liked him,
complaining, “He always ad-
dresses me as ‘bﬂ“ﬁh Iwerea
public meet]

Victoria much preferred Glad-
stone’s great rival, Benjamin
Disraeli, who summed up his
view of the GOM in the wither-
ing remark: “He has not a single

defict”

Angther British politician re-
lbuked Gladstone’s sanctimony
oy remarking, “1 do not mind

ur playing with a card up your
sleeve. What [ object to is your
preteniding that God put it
o

Disraell also supplied this

Belpful the differ.

ON JEAN CHRETIEN

"He was a mechanic
of government, just
when we needed
someone who would
take care of the shop
in Ottawa and let
citizens get on with
their lives

was bedevilled by the issue of
Irish home rule. In 1894, the 85
year-old Gladstone, half-blind
palace

and resignedd. Tt was over

“The point here is not that Glad-
stone was a failure. Far from it
‘He and Disraeli were the twin gi-
ants of British, and Imperial,
statecraftin the 19th century.

‘The point of the story is there
is a time for everyone fo take his
leave from leadership, and that
time is almost.

nce between tragedy and disas-
- It would be a tragedy if any-
Hody were to push Mr Gladstone
to the river - and a disaster if

yhody were to pull him out

Fro cne, in fact, pulled the
great man out of the quagmire of
s Last administration, which

the age of 86, or even 824 As we
have noted here before, when
politicians start dusting ff the
Grand Old Man and his return
to power in his 80s, it's time for

the hook.

But now that he is really and
truly on the way out, what of
the big guy from Shawinigan?

‘What does he leave for the histo-
rlans, besides a nasty quarrel
with his successor and the im-
mortal allowance “a few mil-
llars might have been
friends of the gov-

ernment

Mainly, I think, he leaves a
calmer place than he inherited.
From the beginning of Trudeau
101968 1o the end of Mulroney in
198, Canada endured a quarter-
century of frantic growth, over:
arching visions and gut-wrench-
ing change. Think of official lan-
guages, multiculturalism, the
National Energy Policy, the
Charter of Rights, separatist
governments, free trade, the
GST, Meech Lake.

Tmy ‘were years of huge con-

brought vigour and rigour tothe
case for Canada. The Clarity Act,
championed by Chrétien and
Dion against the advice of most

uebec commentators, set rules
v ensure Canada will not break
up because of a trick question on
arainy day

We are not out of the woods on
this issue - perhaps we'll never
be — but we no longer are tiptoe-
ing at the edge of a precipice,
threatened with disaster every
time some bozo wi
the Quebecflag.

Finally Jean Chrétien showed
us, heroically, anyone can be-
come prime minister. Nine-
teenth child in a family where
only nine survived, unprivi
leged, unhandsome, uncharis-

e, nervous
amldmded Fulmcs filled our
radar screens.

It was time for some calm and
steadiness. Jean Chrétien oblig:
ed_ He was a mechanic of gov-
ernment, just when we needed
someone who would take care of
the shop in Ottawa and let citi-
zens get on with their lives. He
was, 100, one of the luckiest
politicians in Canadian history,
blessed by a full decade of Mick-
ey Mousé opposition.

There were two outstanding
accomplishments. First, Paul
Martin - with the full public and

vate support of the prime
ister - rescued the nation
from a fiscal crisis that could
have made us another Argenti
na, broke and begging in the

streets
Second, .\ﬂ;rlhe near-death
referendum of 1 téphane
Dion - lured to ouaw by the
prime minister personally

matic, challenged,
a brawler from a small town,
unilingual until adulthood, he
climbed to the very top of the

freasy pole
It was an

Charest close
lo violating
spirtl
of promise

HENRY AUBIN
ON DEMERGERS

“Many voters were
pleasantly surprised
that Charest was
simply marching in
the same path as
Quebec's most
famous democrat.”

eople an both sides of the
demerger issue have ac-
cused the Charest Liberals
of reneging on various aspects
of their campaign promise on
demergers. In the National As-
sembly this week, the speaker
twice had to order Part] Québé-
cols leader Bernard Landry to

33 months after the Liberals’
election.

V!slerd.ny, Charest said noth-
ing about advancing the
timetal

Yet in dragging his heels,
Charest would not really be

breaking his promise to voters.
Here is his carefully crafted
pledge, which he made during
|ha leaders’ debate on March

"“he Quobec Literal Party is

not campaigning for demergers.
We want to give back to citizens
the power 10 express themselves

o the future of their communi-

“This position is exactly the
same as René Lévesque's on mu-
niel in 1976,

“Citizens will recover their

right to speak out, and that is

“I want to state clearly that
each citizen will always pay his
fair of

common
“Now I myself hope that the
new cities succeed, which in
my view can only happen if
ingredi-

ent of democracy. As a taxpay-
er, I have a favourable preju-
5 - :

stop violating
decorum by using the word “de-
" describe the

sucoes:

Landry flatfooted, was the turn-

ingout of their commitment?
Yesterday, Premier Jean
Charest took pains to reassure
demerger leaders on one impor-
tant point. He told them when he
had said earlier that reconstitut-
ed towns would not be able to re-
turn o their premerger state he
had not meant they would be-
come mere vassals of the megac-

iy
Rather, Charest told them, he
meant only they would have an
increased fiscal responsibility
gion. They would
have to pay for centralized ser-
vices and also give money to dis-

areas

In theory, this is hardly a new
burden. In pre-merger days, sub-
urbs on Montreal Island made

ing point of paign. Par-
l}clllmlv astute was the invoca-
tion of the PQ's founder. Many
were pleasantly surprised

Charest was simply marching in
the same path as Quebec's most
famous democrat.

As the months pass, however,
Charest’s claim is sounding hol-
low.

Lévesque's claim to fame in
demerger politics is in the 1976
election he pledged to give resi-
dents of auckmgham referen-
dum on seceding from an amal-
gamation an S s
had imposed.

Lévesque delivered on that
pledge fairly and squarely He
did not erect a high electoral ob-
stacle by asking 50 per cent of ek

igible voters cast M
il Afairs Miistr Jeas

such payments under the Mon-
treall

Everything, however, will de-

complishment, by any measure,
achieved by discipline, grit, cun
ning and a magical ability to
communicate. Tough as old
boots, self absorbed, really a bit
of a loner, he came across as
warm and gregariots, & man
with the common touch.

People like that. Critics snort
ed he couldn't speak either of
the country's official lan
'l'hls might have been true of

and syniax, but not re-
-nlh most of the time, Canadi-
ans liked both the messenger
and his mangled prose.

Jean Chrétien had many re

deeming defects. We might miss
them.

Norman Webster is a former
editor of The Gazette.

ment will set the size of these
payments, and the premier gave
nohint of that yesterday. Some
megacity advocates have urged
the tax load be so great as to rep-
resent a disincentive to demerg:

ing
Punitive taxes, then, are still

possible.
‘The time frame of demergers
is another issue on which the

abott dolng Nor g be stray
from any other democratic
norms

s

As well, Lévesque did not
prevent the reconstituted
towns from regaining highly
valued activities, as the Liber-
al government is doing in sug-
gesting that demerged munici-
palities might not get back
their fire departments. Never
was there a question of emas-
culating them by taking key
services from them.

8o far, Charest hn> not bcvn

Charest government's respect of
its electoral pledge is being
Azlkd

‘The government now says it is
leaning toward holding the ref-
erendums next fall. Earlier, it
had said the target was next May

Aswell, the government says the
formal rebirth of towns that
vote to demerge would not take
place until January 2006 - a full

olated the Jetter of his campaign
pledge. But honouring ts spirit
is another story

Henry Aubin is The Gazette's

haubin@
thegazette canwest.com
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